
April 5, 2020 Palm Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT 
GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                               JACK SERWE 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                     PSALM 126, ISAIAH 43 
One:   Jesus came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 
All:  We come to celebrate Jesus, who revealed the power of God. 
One:   Jesus entered the Holy City, remembering God’s historic activity.  
All:  We enter this sanctuary to remember God’s activity in our life. 
One:    Jesus gathered the faithful with a new understanding of God’s power and love.  
All:  We gather for worship to deepen our understanding of God’s 

power and love for us. 
One: The crowds welcomed Jesus with shouts of Hosanna.  
All: Hosanna! We worship the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

**HYMN #197 “HOSANNA, LOUD HOSANNA” ELLACOMBE 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                  PHILIPPIANS 2 
Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited, but emptied himself, being born in human likeness. With this same mind, 
we empty ourselves and come humbly in prayer seeking forgiveness for our human 
frailty and failures; to live like Jesus without sin.  Let us pray together.... 

A TIME FOR US TO CONFESS TOGETHER   LUKE 19 
With eager hearts, open hands and waving palms, we welcome Jesus, as the Son 
of God enters Jerusalem and paves the way of the Kingdom. We stub our toes on 
potholes, as we struggle with temptations, fears, and doubts; when our image of 
Jesus falls flat and faith slips. When Jesus does not meet our expectations and 
our faith does not lift us up, our pride keeps us from being able to bear the cross 
of Jesus all the way to Calvary. 

A TIME OF REFLECTION AND EXAMINATION 

Be gracious to us, Compassionate God, and stay with us in these moments. Hosanna, to 
Christ our Lord. Have mercy upon us, God of Holiness. As You come to us, you 
bring healing for our brokenness, peace for our troubled lives, hope for our 
doubting minds. May we empty ourselves of everything which keeps us from 
following Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                   JOHN 12 
Laying aside judgment, God offers us redemption; setting aside anger, God 
embraces us with love; letting go of grief, God pours living water upon us. This is the good 
news, my friends: God's steadfast love endures forever. Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is 
the One who brings us the kingdom of God! Amen. 

**RESPONSE #106 (VS. 1 & 2)    “PREPARE THE WAY, O ZION” BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

THE PEACE 
One:   Our tongues have confessed, now let our hearts and lives reflect the peace of the One 

who came humbly to set us free. The Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

 
 
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
We will give our thanks to God, who comes to bring us grace, hope, and life through the 
Holy Scripture.  Hosanna, in the highest as we approach God’s Word and seek the Holy 
Spirit to grant us understanding of it.  Join me in a time of prayer for illumination.  

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you with heart and voice, not only with outward signs such 
as palm branches or the occasional "Hosanna," but with lives truly turned towards you. 
We come humbly, laying our lives before Christ. Reveal to us the power of grace and 
salvation in our lives.  We seek to understand the power of humility and the grace 
revealed in Jerusalem and our daily lives. Amen.  

ENCOUNTERING THE GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:1-11 PEW BIBLE NT PG. 23 
      JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead 
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' 
And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 

 "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The 
crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 Liturgist: May God bless our understanding of this Holy Word. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH through middle school are invited to attend Sunday classes. At 
10:45 a.m. when the classes conclude, we hope the students will join in the hospitality time. 

THE EPISTLE PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 PEW BIBLE NT PAGE 197 
 CHRIST’S HUMILITY 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a 
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name  that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,  in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory 
of God the Father. 

SERMON     “HUMBLE HOSANNA” 

**AFFIRMATION OF FAITH - VISION STATEMENT 
We strive to be a vital part of our community,  

serving others through mission to transform lives,  
while evolving spiritually through  



scripture, worship, music and education. 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
L:  May the God of Holy Week be with you. 
P:  And also with you. 
L:   People of God, open your hearts to the One who comes with hope. 
P:  We offer them for healing and hope. 
L:  Give thanks to God, for God's love endures forever! 
P:   God is our God, the One who comes to make us whole. 

**HYMN #196     “ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOR” VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

Joy is indeed the highest praise we can offer to you, Steadfast Love. On that first morning, 
you woke creation from its slumbering sleep, to give light to chaos' shadows. Morning by 
morning, you shaped your dreams into everything that is true, turning hopes into your 
justice. You asked simply that we rejoice in your gifts and glory, but we chose to sing the 
choruses of sin and rebellion, following death as it paraded through the world. Prophets 
struggled to awaken our dulled ears with whispers of peace, but we laughed at their ideas 
that we should return to you. When you could have set your face like flint, when you could 
have hardened your resolve, you sent your Child, your Joy, into the world to redeem us.  
Therefore, we join our voices in thanksgiving, with those who shouted "Hosanna", 
singing with all creation to your glory: 

P:  Holy, holy, holy are You, Opener of our ears. All creation proclaims, 
"God's steadfast love endures forever." Hosanna, in the highest! Blessed is 
the One who opens the gates of righteousness. Hosanna, in the highest! 

You are holy, God our Creator, and blessed is Jesus Christ, who comes in your grace. 
When he could have filled your heart, he poured himself out for us; when he could have 
remained by your side, he came to be a servant, raising us to glory; when he could have 
watched from heaven, he came down to show us your heart; when he could have taken the 
easy way, he chose to be faithful to you, even to the point of shameful death. 
As he gathered up our brokenness to make us whole, you raised him to new life, and he 
stands with us in eternity, glorifying you forever. As we remember the joy and excitement 
of the parade, as we remember the gentle words he taught, as we remember the spirit with 
which he died, we proclaim the One who is the Bread of Life: 

Christ died, emptying His life for us; Christ rose, defeating our old 
adversaries, sin and death; Christ will come, to fulfill the promise. 

Here, at this Table, we receive the gifts of the bread and the cup, and your Spirit which 
anoints us with peace. Nourish us with the Bread of hope, that we might go into the 
brokenness of our world; fill us with the cup of grace. We gather for the Feast of the Lamb, 
when we are seated with those who shouted their hosannas, as well as those who yelled 
for death, we will join our voices in eternity's anthem, giving our thanks to you forever 
and ever, God in Community, Holy in One.  
 
PASTORAL AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  MALOTTE TUNE 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS 

INTERLUDE           “JESUS, THE LORD”  ROC O’CONNOR, SJ 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 



INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP  Matthew 21:1-11 
We surrender our lives to the prophetic message of salvation.  You bring our gifts of 
enduring and steadfast love to honor Christ. We sing hosanna and praise the Lord with 
gifts joyfully given.  

**DOXOLOGY#630 (V.1 & 4)       “FAIREST LORD JESUS” CRUSADER’S HYMN 

**PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                  
Liturgist: We present our morning offering with thanksgiving for the gifts of God we’ve 
received. Let us pray…. 

We have come to meet Jesus on the journey to the cross. We don’t know quite 
what to expect, yet we offer our very best to honor our Lord. May these gifts 
be multiplied, so that we may share the magnitude of your joy-filled message 
throughout our community and world.  Blessed is the One who comes in the 
name of the Lord!  Hosanna, in the highest!   Amen.  

** HYMN#198 (VS. 1-3)  “RIDE ON! RIDE ON IN MAJESTY” ST. DROSTANE 

**CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
**RESPONSE #198 (VS.4)           “RIDE ON! RIDE ON IN MAJESTY”  ST. DROSTANE 
**POSTLUDE                                                                                                                 SERWE 

 


