
   

     

     

     

Sermon:  “Lest the Building Should Collapse” Elder Sue Smith 

Hymn of Affirmation #394          “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  Rev. Jones 
Invitation to Stewardship 
 
Prayer of Dedication     
Hymn #488                      “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 
Charge and Benediction 
Postlude “Toccata in Seven”   John Rutter 
     Sheri Masiakowski 
 

Welcome! 
 

We are so glad you are here. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter —May 10,  2020 

 

*Those who are able please stand 

(Please date, fill out, and pass the Friendship Register to your neighbor. 

http://www.forestparkpcusa.org


May 10, 2020                Fifth Sunday of Eastertide 9:30 a.m. 
Happy Mother’s Day 

Welcome and Announcements: Elder Sue Smith, Guest Preacher 

Prelude:      “Sonata IV, Allegretto”Felix Mendelssohn 
Sheri Masiakowski, Music Minister 

Meditation at beginning of worship: 
As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we are faced with events unprecedented in our 
lifetime. Plans of family get-togethers to honor “Mom” have been put on hold, or are 
confined to Zoom, Skype, phone, and other means of electronic communication. As 
we remember our mothers today, we ask God to watch over each of us during this 
extraordinary time in human history. May we emerge from the current health crisis 
with renewed faith, as wiser, stronger, and more compassionate servants of Christ.  

Call to Worship (Leader and People responsively) 
One: We have gathered today to worship our Lord, though we do so in ways that 
 are new.  
All: Some of us sit before well-lighted screens, as we wait for the 
 service to view.  
One: It’s quite different, we know, but we give thanks to God; adaptation is 
 something we do.  
All: So with glad hearts we’ll sing praise, and send love out to all, while 
 our spirits we gladly renew.  

Hymn  “We Are Gathered” Nettleton 
Author: Amanda Udis-Kessler at everysoulmusic.com 

We are gathered in the Spirit though our bodies are apart, Filled with 
joy and touched with wonder, separate hands but mingled hearts Giving 
thanks and singing praises for the love that calls us on. From our many 
different places we are gathered into one.  

We are gathered in our sorrow. We are gathered in our fear, In our pain 
and in our worry, in our anger and our tears. As we tend to one another 
with our gifts and with our care, Our community is strengthened 
through the faith and hope we share.  

We are gathered in commitment to a planet that is whole. Works of 
justice, acts of kindness bless the world and heal our souls. As our voices 
join together, may our song of peace resound. May we offer in 
abundance all the grace that we have found.  

Invitation to Confession 
Though we realize that we are not without fault, we are God’s people, eager to do 
His work. Trusting in His grace and mercy, we come before God to admit our 
failings, and seek pardon. Pray with me.  

Prayer of Confession:  
Merciful God, we admit it. One of the most difficult things for us to “figure 
out” is the truth that faith in Jesus doesn’t mean we never “mess up”. He 
isn’t an invisible presence which hovers over our shoulders while 
whispering instructions to us. Jesus is in the face of someone who aches 
with hunger. Jesus is in the weary body of a homeless person whose feet 
are so painful he cannot take one more step unless we help. Jesus is in the 
tear-streaked face of someone who has just lost a loved one. Help us, Holy 
God. Help us to see Jesus where he REALLY IS in this world. Help us to be 
his hands, offering aid and assistance to those who are hurting. And then, 
may we say in truth that Jesus does dwell in our hearts. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon: 
God promises forgiveness of sin to all who turn to him in faith. Those who trust in 
Christ Jesus and beg pardon are forgiven and set free! Thanks be to God! Amen.  

Passing of Peace 

Special Music                                                              Forest Park vocal quartet  

Prayer for Illumination:  
God of all goodness, you sent your son Jesus to call disciples to be “living 
stones”, and become part of His church in the world. May we, too, hear 
Christ’s call, and in faith, follow the path of the Risen Christ. We pray in 
His name. Amen.  

Scripture  1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV) 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
For it stands in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and 

“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are 
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 


