
   

     

     

     

Your people settled in it, and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor. Sing to God, 
you kingdoms of the earth, sing praise to the Lord, to him who rides across the highest 
heavens, the ancient heavens, who thunders with mighty voice. Proclaim the power of 
God, whose majesty is over Israel, whose power is in the heavens. You, God, are awesome in 
your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people. Praise be to God! 
 

Sermon                           “America, Home of the Free Because of the Brave”  

** Hymn #337  “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” 

Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       

 

Invitation to Christian Stewardship 

Prayer of Dedication: 

When we work in partnership with other churches and their congregations, the 
Word can be spread far and wide. When the teachings of Jesus are followed, 
God’s work can be accomplished and the world will become a better place. We 
dedicate these, our offerings, to bring help and healing to those in need. Amen.  

        

Charge and Benediction 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

We are so glad you are here. 
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May 24, 2020              Seventh Sunday of Eastertide           9:30 a.m. 

Silent Prayer of Meditation: Heavenly God, this weekend we remember the 
sacrifices made by the men and women who served this nation in the military. We 
also take time to memorialize loved ones we have lost. This year, in particular, we 
remember those who lost the fight with Covid-19. This is more than the “unofficial 
start to summer”. It’s a time to reflect and remember men, women and children who 
are now with the God who watches over us all.  

 Welcome and Announcements        Elder Mark Brodaczynski, Guest Preacher 

Gathering Music                                                        Sheri Masiakowski, Music Minister 
“An American Tribute”         by Robert J. Powell 

2. A Prayer for the Protection of Our Armed Forces          

3.  In Memoriam: The Grief of Separation Tempered by Faith and Courage 
 

Call to Worship   

One:   Today more than usual, we remember loved ones we have lost.  

All:    We are grateful for the time we had with them.  

One:   Our hearts and minds are thankful as we remember the members of our military,               
and those who made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.  

All:   We enjoy those freedoms and appreciate the sacrifices that were made to 
get and keep them.  

**Hymn #834                “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”   

Call to Confession                                                                       John 14                                                       
Together we confess our shortcomings, our misdeeds and our flaws. God knows we 
have them even when we try to deny them. We know we are not expected to be 
perfect, but because we know we need to try our best, that is what we do. Please join 
me, now, in prayer.  

A Time for Us to Confess Together                                                 

God of great gifts, we thank you for the blessings we have: our freedom, our 
liberty, our families and friends. In times of uncertainty like the present, we 
are in special need of them. We are sorry that we take these gifts for granted. 
We confess that we don’t take time to tell those around us how much we love 
them. We don’t understand how much-loved ones mean to us until they are 
gone. We don’t realize how great our freedoms are until they are taken away. 
Even when we’re restricted in the name of public health, we are restless and 
given to complaining. Forgive us, God, and teach us to cherish your gifts of love 
and compassion. Amen.  

 

   Assurance of Forgiveness        

“God’s love for us is unending and everlasting. Regardless of our race, our nationality, our 
gender or anything else, God loves us no matter what. He asks only that we, as Christians, 

exemplify what it means to follow in Christ’s love. Rejoice, people of God, for in Jesus Christ 
we are forgiven!  

The Peace 

**Hymn                   “Gloria Patri”                            Avery/Marsh 

Special Music       “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord”          Cameroon Song    

Prayer for Illumination:       

 “God, be in my head, and give new understanding; God be in my eyes, and give 
new seeing; God be in my mouth, and guide my speaking; God be in my heart, 
and clear my thinking; God be in my hearing, as I listen for your word. Amen.”  

The First Lesson                                                                        John 17:1-11  

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted 
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given 
him. Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to 
do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began. 
 
 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given 
me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for 
them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I 
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain 
in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as 
we are one. 

Hymn #346       “For the Healing of the Nations” 

 

2nd Reading:      Psalm 68:1-10 and 32-35 

May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. May you blow 
them away like smoke—as wax melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. But 
may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. Sing to God, 
sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before him—his name is 
the Lord. 
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the 
lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-
scorched land. When you, God, went out before your people, when you marched through the 
wilderness, the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of 
Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. You gave abundant showers, O God; you refreshed your 
weary inheritance. 


