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4-year-old Andy had been eagerly anticipating his 5th birthday.  He wasn’t sure just when 
it was, but he knew it was coming.  The night before his birthday, as his mother said 
prayers with him & tucked him into bed, she said, “Honey, right now you’re 4 years old.  
How many is that?”  

The child grinned at her & held up 4 fingers, which he’d been doing proudly for the past year.  
His mother put her arms around him & gave him a cuddle. “That’s right,” she told him, “But 
tomorrow is your BIRTHDAY!  When you wake up, how old will you be?”  Andy was thrilled.  
Adding his thumb to the 4 fingers, he held the hand up for his mother to see.    

“Yes!” said his mother. “So, how many is that?  How many will you be tomorrow?”   

“Tomorrow I’ll be a whole handful,” Andy shouted.  

For the moms who’ve had a “whole handful”, for those who’ve had “perfect little angels”, & all 
the moms who’ve had children somewhere in that vast area between, Happy Mother’s Day.   

Our message this morning comes to us from the book of 1st Peter, chapter 2, verses 2-10.  It’s 
not about mothers, or a day our secular society has placed on the 2nd Sunday in May to 
acknowledge them. It’s about living stones. Living STONES???  Yep.  Living stones. And 
CORNERSTONES.  Listen, then, for the word of God!  

1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV)  
Like newborn infants long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let 
yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture:  
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,     a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him[b] will not be put to shame.”  
7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,“The stone 

that the builders rejected     has become the very head of the corner,”  and  
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”  
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  
8 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,[c] in order 

that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

SO ENDS THE READING.  WOW!    

I just LOVE this scripture! There’s incredible food for thought in this text, so the sermon 
could go on for hours & hours. Are you ready?  Well, since we’re employing the gift of 
technology, & you have the ability to turn us OFF at any time, we’re going to confine 
ourselves to the ideas of living stones & cornerstones.   

First off, a reminder: To the Jews in Israel, the Temple in Jerusalem, that actual building, was 
the literal home of God. It was where God lived.  It was HUGE!   
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Magnificent!  Try to picture it in your mind, as we continue.  

Also: though this book is attributed to Peter, the “Rock” whom Jesus charged to build the 
Christian church, most biblical scholars today believe it was written in Peter’s name. We have 
no idea by whom. At that time, it was common practice to attribute writings to a well-known, 
important individual, for it added credibility to the writing. Though it probably wasn’t Peter, 
we’re going to CALL him “Peter”, whoever the writer was.      

In our reading, we find references to the Psalms and to many Old Testament prophets.  Isaiah 
28:16 is a good example.  It tells us: - “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.”  

The verses here in 1st Peter, which refer to Jesus as a living stone, allude to his resurrection. 
He is alive! The original readers of this letter, who before coming to belief in Jesus were 
predominately pagan, had always worshiped idols made of stone, or even wood - - inanimate, 
dead, lifeless, having no power to help them. They would certainly understand the contrast 
between those dead idols and their living Christ.  Can you imagine how miraculous it would 
feel for them to be able to worship a LIVING God?  One who was ACTIVE in their world & in 
their lives?  

Now in masonry, you remember, the cornerstone is the first stone laid; all the rest of the 
construction is completed in relation to placement of that first stone. This was especially true 
in ancient architecture. The lynchpin can’t be picked up and jammed into a foundation that is 
already partially built: it is designed to be the first piece of the structure, used to set everything 
else in the structure – foundation & walls, everything - in alignment.  Once in place, the rest 
of the building would conform to the angles and size of the cornerstone. In addition, if it were 
removed, it’s possible that the entire structure could collapse.  

The analogy of Jesus as living cornerstone refers to him as central to the foundation of God's 
people, right? If you remove Jesus from the equation, what have you got? Nada. Nothing. 
You’ve got to have a cornerstone if you’re going to have a foundation, & there has to be a 
foundation if you’re going to have a building! The new Christians to whom Peter writes are to 
have Jesus as their cornerstone, he’s the fundamental element on which all faith, all belief, is 
laid. So, if the people to whom Peter is writing have the right foundation, that is, Jesus, then 
all of them -- & US, all these centuries later, can be built into God’s living temple.   

The book was probably written in what we’d call the “round robin” form of a letter, & 
circulated to small groups of Jesus’ followers in many provinces of the Roman Empire. In this 
case, it would be mostly present-day Turkey, & parts of the Holy Land. The people the letters 
were addressed to were for the most part peasants, household slaves, individuals who were 
not Jewish. That is, “Others”; people who did not belong. Lesser beings. “Aliens in this world”, 
to quote Peter. But in Jesus, God has given them “A new birth … into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.”    

These “Christians” were viewed with great suspicion & hostility by the inhabitants of this part 
of the world because they were DIFFERENT. Different from the many idolatrous societies in 
which they lived. Different from the Jews of Israel, though of course, if they were Jewish 
converts, they did have their Jewish heritage & knowledge of tradition.   

All too often in our society today, we see what happens to people who are viewed as 
“different”. Though we can’t possibly know what it must have been like for those early 
Christians, how they were persecuted, & suffered, our imaginations can fill in the blanks with 
some degree of accuracy. We know it was awful. Savage beyond description.  



I don’t mean to make light of this in any way, but here’s the thing: Immense growth can come 
from suffering. People can triumph over it, just as Jesus triumphed over the cruelty of 
crucifixion & death.   

Okay, I get it. Nobody WANTS to suffer. But like it or not, it’s part of the human condition. 
That’s just the way it is. In this life all of us suffer in one way or another, to one degree or 
another. Though it’s trite, it’s also true: “That which does not kill us makes us stronger”. 
OVERCOMING suffering can empower, & that’s what it did for Jesus’ early followers.  

In order to actually DO it, to rise above their circumstances, they needed encouragement. As 
much as they could get. They needed to have their faith reinforced, supported, bolstered up, 
they needed pats on the back of the very highest order, & Peter -- DOES that. Though they 
may be suffering because they’re poor, & disenfranchised, it’s also happening because their 
faith brands them as “Other.”   

Peter wants to ensure that they don’t LOSE faith, but rather that they GROW in it. To get his 
point across, Peter uses imagery they can relate to: milk.  It nourishes. Just as infant 
mammals need milk to grow, to thrive, to develop into all they are meant to be, these young 
Christians need SPIRITUAL nourishment. The environment that existed when the Christian 
church was born was a deeply hostile one. If they were to persevere, to refuse to give up, they 
MUST remain, & become even stronger in their faith. So he writes this letter to be circulated 
through their different communities.   

Going back to the image of Jerusalem’s Temple, when Peter talks about “living stones”, it’s 
because he sees these young, suffering Christians as being built into the LIVING, 
BREATHING, MOVING temple of God! THEY will become Christ’s body in the world, a 
SPIRITUAL HOME, the church! What a vivid image this is, as we see it in our mind’s eye!   

In using the analogy, Peter shows us how Jesus is the LIVING cornerstone. The one who was 
given an unjust trial by the Jewish leaders, scorned by many in society, & dismissed by the 
government of Rome, which allowed the condemnation & crucifixion … had been despised, 
and rejected. Unimportant, a throw-away, a criminal given the death penalty. “The stone 
which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” Peter declares.   

But guess what? No government has the final say in this, it is God who has the last word! So 
JESUS, God’s precious son, LIVES! Death was overcome!  

As OUR Cornerstone, it is Jesus who determines what direction WE will take. If WE are to 
remain his LIVING STONES, we need to keep on believing, studying, growing in & sharing 
this faith which God’s grace has granted us.   

For us as Christians, God’s presence is not found just in a particular location or building, but 
in PEOPLE. United with Christ, we’re blessed to participate in his resurrection life, his “Living 
Stones”. And that’s WONDERFUL!  

Praise God!  Alleluia! AMEN!   


