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AUGUST CALENDAR 

Thu 8/1 6:00 pm Deacons 

Sun 8/4 9:30 am Worship  
Scrip Orders Taken       

Mon 8/5 6:30-8:30 pm Troop 53 

Wed 8/7 6:30 pm PNC 

Thu 8/8 6:30 pm Worship & Music 

Sun 8/11 9:30 am Worship - Communion 

Mon 8/12 5:30 pm 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Building & Grounds 
Troop 53 

Wed 8/14 6:00 pm PNC 

Thu 8/15 6:00 pm Session 

Sun 8/18 9:30 am Worship – Messenger Deadline 

Mon 8/19 6:30-8:30 pm Troop 53 

Wed 8/21 6:30 pm PNC 

Sun 8/25 9:30 am Worship  

Mon 8/26 6:30-8:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Troop 53 
Mission Meeting 

Wed 8/28 6:30 pm PNC 

http://www.forestparkpcusa.org/
mailto:fppcsec@aol.com


 

 

August 2019 -  GOD Days of Summer  
We survived the heat and humidity of last 
week, the “Dog Days of Summer.” This 
week proposes to be wonderfully pleasant 
with warm and sunny days with low 
humidity followed by cool refreshing 
nights. I expect this won’t last and we will 
experience uncomfortable days before the 
pleasant days of autumn. I hope you find 
some time to relax, get refreshed, and 
ready for the fall activities. These days are 
good for reflecting on God’s gifts to you.  

Our church budget works on a fiscal 
calendar and our elected position 
transition during the early summer. Now is 
the time Session and Deacons will be 
gearing up for the program year which 
mirrors the academic calendar. 
Committees may take a month or two off 
as a mini Sabbath but will soon be making 
program plans for the near future. Please 
note that Rally Day will happen on 
September 15th, not the first Sunday after 
Labor Day.  

So now is the time if you’d like to serve on 
a committee or plan an activity to let your 
interest be known. It’s a prime time to 
reflect on how to use your God given gifts 
to serve Christ through Forest Park 
Presbyterian Church. Session has 
reorganized with newly installed elders 
stepping into roles as leaders of 
committees and serving our Lord with 
their talents. Yet, we don’t expect them to 
do it alone. So, if you’d like to continue to 
serve or to serve in a new way, this is the 
ideal time to offer God your time and 
talents. The Elders and their committees 
will be listed later in the Messenger. 
Please contact them with your interest. 

In worship, we will explore ways to reach 
out into our community to invite people to 
connect or reconnect with God. While 
“Evangelism” may scare you, I’m not 
talking about going door to door, but being 
willing to share God’s Good News. I’ve 
experienced the warm welcome and rich 
hospitality of this congregation, so we will 

explore how to connect with potential new 
members without being overbearing. 
Jesus invites us to strengthen our bonds 
of friendship as a gift to our community.  

In these God days of summer, let us 
prepare for our faith journey, ready to 
widen God’s presence in our lives and in 
our neighbors. As we demonstrate God’s 
hospitality with those who may be 
searching for a new way to connect with 
Christ’s Kingdom and our faith 
community. 

Grace and Peace,  

Bruce 
Rev. Dr. Bruce A. Jones 
Interim Pastor 
 
August 4, 2019 - 8th Sunday of 
Pentecost (Youth Triennium Report) - 
Our members who attended the PCUSA 
Youth Triennium will share their 
experience with you in worship. “Here’s 
My Heart.” 
 
August 11, 2019 - 9th Sunday of 
Pentecost (Communion) - “Faithful 
Evangelism” 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20, Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24,  
Psalm 33:12-22, *The Gospel - Luke 10:1-
11, *Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Scripture 

August 18, 2019 - 10th Sunday of 
Pentecost - “Faithful Witness” 
Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18,  Psalm 
82, Luke 12:49-56, *Jeremiah 23:23-29, 
*Hebrews 12:1-4  

August 25, 2019 - 11th Sunday of 
Pentecost - “Faithful Light” 
Psalm 71:1-6, Psalm 103:1-8, Isaiah 
58:9b-14, Hebrews 12:18-29, *Jeremiah 
1:4-10,  *Luke 11:33-36  
 

 
 
 



 

 

Rev. Jones’ Schedule 
Planned Sabbath: August 6, 13, 27 
Sermon Writing: August 2, 9, 15, 23, 29 
Study Leave: August 21-22 
 
Transition News 
The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 
presented their draft of the Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) to Session in July. 
Following the discussion with a few 
questions and a couple of suggestions, 
the PNC will tweak the draft and submit 
the revised document for the Session to 
review and approve through an electronic 
vote or at our August 15th meeting.  

Then it will be sent to the Presbytery of 
Milwaukee Commission on Ministry 
(COM) for approval. It will first be 
reviewed by the COM Transitions Team 
before going to the full COM. This may be 
done through an electronic vote or at the 
COM meeting on August 20th.  While 
Rev. Andy Holmes and I are both on COM 
we will not be involved in the vote, to 
alleviate any sense of a conflict of 
interest. If done by an electronic vote the 
remaining 9 members of COM must vote 
in the affirmative or it will be discussed at 
the meeting.  

Once the MIF is approved at the 
Presbytery level, the PNC can begin the 
process of reviewing Pastor Information 
Forms (PIF) and may begin interviewing 
candidates. This may take some time, 
averaging 6 months to more than a year. 
Please pray for the PNC’s discernment 
and that God’s candidate will be 
presented to you.  

Ending Well - Funeral Planning 
Rev. Jones and Elder Deana Gillespie led 
a workshop on preparing for your funeral. 
If you missed the workshop but would like 
the information, please contact Bruce.  

 
 
 
 

Thank You For Giving to the Lord! 
As we move through the summer, we give 
thanks as we seek the Great Ends of the 
Church. The image of the dove in each of 
the 6 banners, reminds us that the Spirit 
of God moves us to share God’s grace 
through our actions. We give thanks for 
those who serve our Lord through FPPC. 
We give thanks to the church mice who  
~ Continually water and weed the flowers 
in God’s creation. 
~Mow the back lawn. 
~ Helped with hosting the Presbytery of 
Milwaukee Vitality Project.  
~ Count the offering each week. 
~ Provided music or poems for the 
Interlude. 
~ Prayed for the needs of others. 
~ Shared in the hospitality of Jesus in our 
community. 
~ Represented the congregation as Rev. 
Jones takes communion to the 
homebound. 
~ Financially supported the work and 
ministry of Jesus with pledges and 
contributions.  
~ Covered the office for Pam. 
~ Provided resources for funeral planning. 
We give thanks for Christ’s work and our 
community of faith.  We appreciate the 
power of God working in and through us! 

 

CPR 
Joe DeGaro will provide CPR training for 
anyone interested. August 7th noon to 4 
p.m.  

The cost for members is $20; non-
members is $75. Do you have a friend 
that would be interested in getting 
certified? 

A sign will be on the bulletin board, please 
sign up as space will be limited. If you 
have questions, contact Joe. 

 

 
 



 

 

Bible Study 
This past year, Rev. Jones met with a 
small yet, faithful and inquisitive group for 
a Bible Study on the Book of Luke. He 
would like to find out who would be 
interested in a Bible Study and if 
Thursday still works for the study or if 
another day would garner more 
participation. We may continue in Luke or 
explore something else.  

 If you are interested please complete the 
Google Form 
https://forms.gle/zd5VztHHbTy5vw5K8 or 
call Bruce and answer a few questions.  

 

 
Session Meeting Highlights: 

Session met on July 18, 2019. The 
following is a list of highlights from our 
meeting. 
 

* The PNC presented their MIF (Ministry 
Information Form) for approval. A few 
minor changes were recommended, and 
we will submit soon to Presbytery. This 
will be our official “job posting “which will 
allow our PNC to start receiving 
candidates for our permanent Pastor 
position. 
 

* We are considering a long-term building 
request from an outside group. Special Ed 
kids would come one day a week and 
have supervised activities.  
 

*Tracey Pomeroy, as Clerk of Session, 
was elected “Head of our Church 
Corporation”. This is an annual practice 
that allows the clerk to legally sign 
documents related to church business. 
 

*Rally Day and Communion have been 
moved to September 15th (originally 
scheduled on September 8th). Please 
update your calendar and plan on our 
annual church picnic on September 15th.  

If you have questions on this or other 
Session business, feel free to review 
minutes or check with a current Elder.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tracey Pomeroy  
Clerk of Session  
 
 

 
Through the eyes of a child. Children’s 
Bible in a Nutshell 
A child was told to write a book report on 

the entire Bible. This is amazing.  I 
wonder how often we take it for granted 

that children understand what we are 
teaching??? 

In the beginning, which occurred near the 
start, there was nothing but God, 
darkness, and some gas. The Bible says, 
‘The Lord thy God is one, but I think He 
must be a lot older than that. Anyway, 
God said, ‘Give me a light!’ and someone 
did. Then God made the world. 

He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam 
and Eve were naked, but they weren’t 
embarrassed because mirrors hadn’t 
been invented yet. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, 
so they were driven from the Garden of 
Eden. Not sure what they were driven in 
though, because they didn’t have cars. 

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who 
hated his brother as long as he was Abel. 
Pretty soon all of the early people died off, 
except for Methuselah, who lived to be 
like a million or something. 

One of the next important people was 
Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his 
kids was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large 
boat and put his family and some animals 
on it. He asked some other people to join 
him, but they said they would have to take 
a rain check. 

https://forms.gle/zd5VztHHbTy5vw5K8


 

 

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his 
brother, Esau, because Esau sold Jacob 
his birthmark in exchange for some pot 
roast. Jacob had a son named Joseph 
who wore a really loud sports coat. 

Another important Bible guy is Moses, 
whose real name was Charlton Heston. 

Moses led the Israel Lights out of Egypt 
and away from the evil Pharaoh after God 
sent ten plagues on Pharaoh’s people. 
These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, 
bowels, and no cable. God fed the Israel 
Lights every day with manicotti. 

Then he gave them His Top Ten 
Commandments. These include don’t lie, 
cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your 
neighbor’s stuff. Oh, yeah, I just thought 
of one more: Humor thy father and thy 
mother. 

One of Moses’ best helpers was Joshua 
who was the first Bible guy to use spies. 
Joshua fought the battle of Geritol and the 
fence fell over on the town. 

After Joshua came David. He got to be 
king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He 
had a son named Solomon who had 
about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My 
teacher says he was wise, but that 
doesn’t sound very wise to me. 

After Solomon there were a bunch of 
major league prophets. One of these was 
Jonah, who was swallowed by a big whale 
and then barfed upon the shore. There 
were also some minor league prophets, 
but I guess we don’t have to worry about 
them. 

After the Old Testament came the New 
Testament. Jesus is the star of the New 
Testament. He was born in Bethlehem in 
a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn, 
too, because my mom is always saying to 
me, ‘Close the door! Were you born in a 
barn?’ It would be nice to say yes. During 
His life, Jesus had many arguments with 
sinners like the Pharisees and the 
Democrats. Jesus also had twelve 

opossums. The worst one was Judas 
Asparagus. Judas was so evil that they 
named a terrible vegetable after him. 

Jesus was a great man. He healed many 
leopards and even preached to some 
Germans on the Mount. But the 
Democrats and all those guys put Jesus 
on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot 
didn’t stick up for Jesus. He just washed 
his hands instead. 

Any way’s, Jesus died for our sins, then 
came back to life again. He went up to 
Heaven but will be back at the end of the 
Aluminum. His return is foretold in the 
book of Revolution. 

https://heartontheleft.wordpress.com/2008
/04/05/a-childs-book-report-on-the-entire-
bible/ 

 

 

 
The Deacon on Call for August is Garrett 
Pomeroy 414-469-1448.  

 

 

 
 

 
If you know or hear of a prayer need and 
would like to have one started on the 
prayer chain, notify the Deacon on Call for 
the month to initiate your request.  If you 
cannot reach that Deacon, call the Church 
Office and speak to Pam or leave a 
message on the answering machine.  
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The Intricate Art of God’s 

Mission 
A Letter from Cobbie and Dessa Palm, 

serving in the Philippines 

July 2019 

Write to Cobbie Palm 
Write to Dessa Quesada-Palm 

Individuals: Give online to E200393 for 
Cobbie and Dessa Palm’s sending and 
support 

Congregations: Give to D506901 for 
Cobbie and Dessa Palm’s sending and 
support 

Churches are asked to send donations 
through your congregation’s normal 
receiving site (this is usually your 
presbytery) 

  
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered, but 
God has been making it grow.” 
1 Corinthians 3:6 

In the rural hills near Valencia, a small city 
in the Philippines, a community that has 
struggled with contaminated water and 
poverty is finding its way toward health 
and hope. The hand of God is at work 
here, and as a supporter of Presbyterian 
World Mission, you are playing a role in 
this community’s path toward a better life. 
Thank you very much for your help. 

Silliman Water Ministry, a partnership 
project of Silliman University and the 
PC(USA) that I help manage, entered this 
village’s story when a team was traveling 
to a neighboring community to distribute 
clean water and look into the development 
of waste management initiatives. We took 
a mountain road that we usually don’t 
travel and came upon a tiny store 
attached to a house, where we hoped to 
get a cool drink of water. 

A woman came out and said, “We do not 
have water, but we have Coke and 
Sprite.” She explained, “Water now is 
dangerous to drink, so we drink Coke.” A 

conversation began, and we explained the 
Silliman Water Ministry, a service arm of 
Presbyterian-founded Silliman University. 
We told her we could provide clean 
drinking water if the community would 
commit to working on the solid waste, 
sanitation and wastewater that is 
destroying their water. 

 
Emma at her home. Photo: Cobbie Palm 
“My name is Emma,” she said, “and I can 
arrange for the village to come together 
and show you our solid waste, sanitation 
and wastewater here.” We returned after 
a week, met with the village and walked 
around the area to find what we had 
expected: as in so many rural 
communities, proper solid waste disposal 
and sanitation is a problem. As we met 
with the community, we agreed that 
restoring clean drinking water is possible 
if we work together to deal with the solid 
waste and sanitation problems that 
contaminate the village water source. We 
proceeded to give suggestions and 
guidelines on recycling and rechanneling 
wastewater away from the water sources. 

Emma, a mother of three, is one of the 
many women in the Philippines who work 
the land harvesting coconuts and 
vegetables while her husband offers his 
days to local sugarcane planters and 
harvesters. On a good day, there is 
enough food on the table for the family, 
and they can sell some of the food they 
grow to buy other necessities. 

To make ends meet, Emma took a job on 
another island as a dishwasher during the 
low season for harvesting. She was hired 
by a school that was hosting a sports 
festival. There she observed a group 

mailto:cobbie.palm@pcusa.org
mailto:dessa.palm@pcusa.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/donate/e200393/


 

 

creating decorations for the festival’s 
closing celebration. She was suddenly 
struck with awe and interest in the use of 
paper, glue and plastics to create flowers, 
balls and other objects. Each day, she 
watched the group and practiced the 
techniques in her quarters at night. She 
got the hang of it and was excited to 
return home to create pieces of art using 
her newfound skills. 

After our meeting with the community, we 
returned the next week with our first 
delivery of water and to check on the 
development of their clean-up initiatives. 
As we sat outside, Emma came out with a 
vase and flowers of different shapes and 
colors made from recycled paper and 
plastics saying, “This I can make from the 
solid-waste scraps of paper and plastic 
we are throwing away.” As I looked at her 
beautiful work of art, I saw God’s hand 
weaving together the pieces of this 
mission. The threads of this mission fabric 
include an accident of observing at a 
school, an accident that we drifted to 
Emma’s place and an accident that she 
found a way to recycle solid waste into a 
source of new income for the village. 

 
Emma creating her art. Photo: Cobbie 
Palm 
Emma now trains other village women in 
this art of flower and vase making, and 
the Silliman Water Ministry has been 
cultivating their income-generating 
potential by helping them market their 
creations. By the grace of God’s accident, 
there is new life and hope in this village — 
the community is giving more care to the 
recovery of their clean water while 
generating a little income from the new art 
shared by Emma. 

In communities across the globe, 
Presbyterian mission co-workers are 
serving alongside global partners in 
ministries that are transforming lives in the 
name of Jesus Christ. I am privileged to 
be counted among these people who 
have been commissioned by our church 
to work in every region of the world. We 
and our colleagues are grateful for people 
like you whose prayers and financial 
support enable us to answer God’s call to 
international service. 

Your ongoing support is needed to 
continue to serve alongside global 
partners in ministries that are meeting 
urgent needs. You can join with mission 
co-workers and global partners to help 
people experience the fullness of life 
Christ wants for them. We need your help 
and partnership. 

Faithfully yours, 

Cobbie Palm 

 

 
RAG HEAD 

ONE WOMAN SHOW ABOUT OAK 
CREEK SIKH TEMPLE SHOOTING  
At the Broadway Theatre Center, 
Milwaukee on August 3rd & 4th to benefit 
the Interfaith Conference of Greater 
Milwaukee and to honor the seven-year 
remembrance of the victims and families 
affected by Oak Creek Sikh Temple 
shooting. The show explores Sikhs and 
xenophobia in a post 9/11 America. 

Tickets: $12 Advance          $15 at Door  

https://cart.broadwaytheatrecenter.com/si
ngle/PSDetail.aspx?psn=45504  

Pardeep Kaleka        (414) 364-6263         
Email: pardeep.kaleka@yahoo.com 
 

https://cart.broadwaytheatrecenter.com/single/PSDetail.aspx?psn=45504%20
https://cart.broadwaytheatrecenter.com/single/PSDetail.aspx?psn=45504%20
mailto:pardeep.kaleka@yahoo.com


 

 

 
I would like to thank those who have 
contributed their special talents to our 
Summer worship this year, while the choir 
takes the Summer off:   
  
Kristin Tan, Elizabeth Tan, Benjamin Tan 
and Nathan Tan, for their offering both 
individually and as a group for sharing 
their gifts of strings. 
 

Carol Smith for her vocal and keyboard 
prowess. 
 

Casey Arnold for her vocal contribution. 
 

Mindy Schroepfer for her vocal and other 
instrumental offering. 
 

Sylvia Larsen for her finding and sharing 
of “The Difference” 
 

Joe Gallo for his vocal talents. 
 

Reverend Doctor Bruce Jones 
 
In this congregation we are very fortunate 
to have raw talent that has been nurtured, 
developed to a fine point and offered back 
to God in our presence.   I am very 
appreciative both to be a bystander, as 
well be a part of some of these 
endeavors. The experience of these gifts 
is an inspiration to all. 
Jack 
 
 
 

 
 
8/2 Rick Pomeroy 
8/3 Gail Boerema 
8/4 Ryan Gillespie 
8/25 Alison Ellingen 
8/30 Kate Hughes 
 

Here is a list of the Elders and their 
committees: 
 
Class of 2020 
 
Anna Gillespie   262-565-7183  
anna.gillespie22@gmail.com 
Mission 
 
Rick Pomeroy   414-510-9184 
rickpomeroy@gmail.com 
Worship & Music 
 
Art Reimer   262-707-9047 
areimer2@wi.rr.com 
Building & Grounds, Finance 
 
Class of 2021 
 
Sara Grant   414-333-1585 
saragrant676@gmail.com 
Personnel 
 
Walt Piering   262-781-2542 
wpiering@gmail.com 
Finance, Personnel 
 
Tracey Pomeroy   414-321-5504 
Tpomeroy@wi.rr.com 
Clerk of Session, Membership 
 
Class of 2022 
 
Deana Gillespie 
414-659-7954 
deanag2@yahoo.com 
Christian Education 
 
Mike Griffin   414-303-6962 
rgriffin7@wi.rr.com 
Stewardship 
 
Carol Smith   414-617-5321 
csmith15@wi.rr.com 
Worship & Music 
 
Cindy Stigler   262-782-5153 
cgstigler@gmail.com 
Mission 
 

mailto:anna.gillespie22@gmail.com
mailto:rickpomeroy@gmail.com
mailto:areimer2@wi.rr.com
mailto:saragrant676@gmail.com
mailto:wpiering@gmail.com
mailto:Tpomeroy@wi.rr.com
mailto:deanag2@yahoo.com
mailto:rgriffin7@wi.rr.com
mailto:csmith15@wi.rr.com
mailto:cgstigler@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, please arrange a substitute and notify the 
church office. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/1 8/4 8/11 8/18 8/25 9/1 
Liturgist Garrett 

Pomeroy 
Jimmy 

Pomeroy 
Betty Marr Jim Gillespie Mike Washic 

Head 
Usher 

Ron Reuteler Gary Stigler Mike Marr Ron Reuteler Gary Stigler 

 
Ushers 

Joe DeGaro 
Gordon & 

Marne Willey 

Cindy Stigler 
Garrett 

Pomeroy 

Ben, Elizabeth 
and Nate Tan 

Ryan & Anna 
Gillespie 

Cindy Barbieri 
David & Colin 

Hermann 

Hospitality Simpson Stigler Deacons Reuteler Janecek/Marr 

shers 

Barbieri 262-782-6862 

DeGaro 262-364-8123 

Dulde 414-412-0149 

Grant 262-786-5071 

Hasselkus 262-786-3298 

Hermann 414-744-0765 

Janecek 414-241-0227 

Marr 262-389-7433 

Reimer 262-679-9226 

Reuteler 262-424-4378 

Stigler 262-782-5153 

Washic 262-789-9779 

Willey 262-782-1112 

Hospitality 

Janecek/Marr  

Daylight Drivers  

Deacons  

Helpful Hannahs  

Reuteler 262-821-5046 

Simpson 262-782-1937 

Stigler 262-782-5153 


