
   

     

     

     

silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God 
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

Interlude              “Be Still, My Soul”                                                           FINLANDIA 

Arr. Dale Witte 

Sermon                          “The Great Unknown” 

 

** HYMN#686                    “God of Our Life”                                Sandon 

Prayers of God’s People and the Lord’s Prayer                                                                                       

Invitation to Christian Stewardship                                                          1 John 3 

The Good Shepherd cares for us, providing all that we need in abundance. Christ calls us to 
love one another in truth and action. We send our gifts to reflect our trust in the Shepherd’s 
care. May our offerings show our willingness to love one another. 

**Prayer of Dedication   John 14 

Liturgist: We present our morning offering with thanksgiving for the gifts of God that we 
have received. Let us pray…. 

Gracious Lord, we believe in the amazing gift of Your Son, Jesus.  We share 
this offering with the heart-felt prayer that Your work in this world begins 
locally and impacts our global community.   We admit that we haven't done it 
all ourselves. This offering is a response to all that has come before us. We 
pray that these gifts encourage and reach others with the love, in Jesus' name.  
Amen. 

** HYMN#634    (V.1)                 “To God Be the Glory”                                Crosby 

**Charge and Benediction 

**Postlude                                                                             Serwe 

Welcome! 
 

We are so glad you are here. 
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May 17, 2020                Sixth Sunday of Eastertide                 9:30 a.m. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things, as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 
things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.   

Collect from http://lectionarypage.net  

 Welcome and Announcements    Rev. Jones 

Gathering Music                                                                                  Jack Serwe 

Call to Worship  Psalm 66 

One:   Come and celebrate! Shout joyfully to the Lord, your God!  

All:    We come to glorify the Lord with our praise! 

One:   Everything on earth gathers to worship our Lord.  

All:   We will sing and praise the Lord, shouting in joyful songs. 

One:   Come and see what our God has done, the awesome things! 

All:   We praise, and worship, and honor, and glorify Your name O 
Lord! 

**Hymn #804                “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”                             Marion 

Call to Confession                                                                       John 14                                                       
Jesus offered life to the world, a gift of love to all people.  Yet, humans tend to see 
life only for ourselves at the expense of our relationship with our Creator.  God 
loves us still.  In faith, we come in prayer with this knowledge of this love and seek 
restoration of our relationship with our God. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
pray together.... 

A Time for Us to Confess Together                                                Luke 15 

Eternal God, Creator of all, in you we live and move and have our being. 
You have placed us on earth to tend and care for the weak and ensure a 
just sharing of the earth’s resources. We confess that we tend to live self- 
centered lives. We have not always done your will; or lived by your law. 
 

   A Time of Reflection and Examination 
 

Incarnate God, You know us in our inner being. Help us to hear Your transforming 
love for us and for all. Spirit of God, open our hearts and minds, so that we 
may grasp your forgiveness offered, even before we have the chance to 
articulate our sorrow.  Guide us to live a life of reconciling love, seeking 
to forgive others, modelled by Jesus Christ ieen, whose name we pray. 
Amen 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness       Titus 3 

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, the Lord 
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done,but according 
to Christ’s mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.” 

Friends believe the Good News, in Jesus Christ you are forgiven.  Alleluia. 
Amen.  
Prayer of Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer   Rev. Jones 
 

The Peace 

One:  Having been justified by God’s grace, we are heirs with and peace of eternal 
life. 

 May the Peace of Christ be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

Remember to share the joy of Easter and the Peace of God with all. 

**Hymn                   “Gloria Patri”                            Avery/Marsh 

Prayer for Illumination   

We approach God’s Holy Word, expecting the Spirit to guide us in understanding. We 
come together in faith, to pray for the Lord to open our hearts and minds. Join me in a 
spirit of prayer, 

God of All Wisdom and Wonder, send Your Holy Spirit that we may gain wisdom and 
wonder at Your Word. Let these Words of Scripture stir our hearts to move in faith 
and  nurture in love, so that Your wisdom becomes implanted in us, so we may share 
the Good News to others. Amen. 

The First Lesson                  Addressing the Philosophers      Acts 17:22-31 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and 
have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  ‘For we too are his 
offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 


