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July 5, 2020                             Fifth Sunday of Pentecost                           9:30 a.m. 

 I think we can say that democracy is a form of government that demands more 
virtue of its citizens than any other form of government, but I do not think we can 
say that democracy guarantees that the virtue will be exercised.  So let us term 
freedom of choice less a virtue than a necessity, a precondition to real freedom, 
which is the ability to make choices that are generous, loving, and wise.  Our wills 
are not free when they will what is bigoted, narrow, ungenerous.  Our wills are only 
free when they can will the will of a loving God.  “Thy will be done on earth.”                                        
Wm. Sloan Coffin 

 

THE CALL to WORSHIP     (from Psalm 19) 
One: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. 

  All: The decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple. 

One: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. 

  All: The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

  One: The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever. 

  All: The ordinances of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 

  One: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

  All: The Lord’s name be praised! 

 

PRAYER of CONFESSION 

O God, Creator and Redeemer of us all, and Ruler of the universe – 

look with mercy upon Your Church, upon all Your people, upon this 

nation, and upon Your Church.  Give us, we pray, Your peace, Your 

love, and Your help.  Send us the gifts of Your Spirit, so that we may 

view people with clean heart and good conscience – not deceitfully nor 

hypocritically, but blamelessly and purely, in the bond of peace and 

love.  Take from us any desire to control the freedom of others, or to 

look upon them as anything other than Your children, equal to us in 

every way – or to withhold any of what we have that can be used for the 

common good.  Let us remember to  live the Good News that there is, 

indeed, one body, one Spirit, one faith, and one hope.  Bring us to the 

fullness of Your love in Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom we know 

You, and in whose Spirit we hope to serve You. 

(Moment for silent prayer)  Amen. 

 

WORDS of ASSURANCE and PROMISE

One: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and 

Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ 

prays for us. 

   All: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life 

has begun.  May we know that we are all forgiven, and be at peace.  Amen. 

 
OUR OFFERINGS 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bountiful God, we come with our offerings in response to Your 
love.  With the fullness of life in Christ, we offer ourselves in service to 
others.  With the strength bestowed by the Spirit, we seek to carry Your 
grace and Good News to all in need.  Receive the work we do, and the 
gifts we bring, our God, that they may become a blessing in Your 
sight.  Amen. 

   

SCRIPTURE LESSONS                                                                                    Psalm 48 

                                                                Galatians 5:1, 13–14 

SERMON 

 

HYMN                                  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”                                    564 

 

SHARING OUR JOYS, CONCERNS AND THANKS 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 


